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Sidhpur Foundation Office Operation Moves to 

Houston, Texas 
Dr. Karimbhai M. Maredia, President 

Sidhpur Foundation Team hosted the eighth annual educational camp in 

Houston, Texas on August 11, 2013.  A record number of 55 Middle and High 

School Students representing 8
th
 and 9

th
 Grades attended the SF camp program. 

The camp program provided counseling, information, roadmap, and motivation to 

school students for planning and early preparations for pursuing good quality 

college/university education.  The SF Network would like to extend our special 

appreciation to 11 counselors for their time and professional services and for 

sharing their resources and experiences with the students.  We would like to 

express special thanks to Mr. Arif Sunesara for serving as the SF Camp Manager 

this year.  His dynamic leadership contributed significantly to the success of the 

camp program. 

 

The Students Loan program of the Foundation continues to be 

successful.   This year the Foundation received 22 applications from Sidhpur 

community students in India and Pakistan.  The Foundation promotes excellence 

in higher education and all of the SF scholars are now pursuing their higher 

education in diverse fields in top 100 universities in USA and top 15 universities 

in Canada.  Through the student loan program, to date, the Sidhpur Foundation 

has invested 2.5 Million dollars in supporting 178 students to pursue good quality 

higher education in USA and Canada.  More than 100 student loan recipients have 

successfully completed their degree programs and have developed professional 

and business careers in their fields of specialization.  

 

Our automatic donation scheme has been working very well whereby the 

community members can donate small amounts on a regular basis through their 

local bank or credit union accounts.  This year, through the generous matching 

support from a community member, we are receiving 100% matching support on 

all the donations received through the automatic scheme.  Also, to diversify our 

funding sources, we have started seeking donations from external sources.  The 

kind and generous support provided by all our donors and volunteers is greatly 

appreciated.  Our sincere appreciations are to all the donors and Sidhpur 

Community members worldwide for their continued and long standing support to 

the SF Network.  
 

As the Year 2013 is coming to a closure, please accept our best 

wishes for the Happy Holiday Season and a very Happy New Year! 

Greetings from the Board of Directors of 

Sidhpur Foundation. The Sidhpur Foundation 

continues to provide educational assistance 

and support to the community members 

worldwide.  In order to provide easy access 

to the SF Office for the community members, 

starting July 1, 2013, the SF Office has been 

relocated from Lansing, Michigan to 

Houston, Texas.   

 

Ms. Shireen Jalal has joined the SF 

Office as a new Administrative Officer based 

at the SF Office in Houston.  She brings a 

deep commitment to educational and 

community development and will help take 

Sidhpur Foundation programs and operation 

to the next level.    

 

We would like to take this opportunity to 

sincerely thank and appreciate the dedicated 

support and services provided by Ms. 

Gulshod Mamadnazarova to the Sidhpur 

Foundation office in Michigan for more than 

8 years. 
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Sidhpur Foundation Loan Recipients of 2013 
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Aqeel Khoja 

Pakistan 
M. S. in Electronic 

Business Technologies 
University Of Ottawa 

Ontario, Canada 

 
Rabail Ali 

Pakistan 
M. S. in Mathematics 

Computer Science 
University of Waterloo 

Canada 

 
Mohsin Pyar Ali 

Pakistan 
M. S. in Electronic 

Business Technologies 
University Of Ottawa 

Ontario, Canada 

 Mustaqeem Khoja 
Pakistan 

M. S. in Electronic 
Business Technologies 
University Of Ottawa 

Ontario, Canada 

Nadim Mahesaniya 
India 

M. S. in Computer and 
Information Science 

 Northeastern  University  
U.S.A 

 
Saif Zulfiqar Ali 

Pakistan 
Bachelor Of  
Engineering 

Carleton University  
Canada 

 
Sohil Dauva 

India 
M. S. in Computer 

Science 
Stevens Institute of 
Technology U.S.A 

 
Anil Amir Ali 

Pakistan 
M. S in Electronic 

Commerce 
Dalhousie University  

Canada 

 
Anil Ghulam Ali 

Pakistan 
M. S. in Electronic 

Business Technologies 
University Of Ottawa 

Ontario, Canada 

 

Raheel Rehmatullah 
Pakistan 

M. S. in Electronic 
Business Technologies 
University of Ottawa 

Ontario,Canada 
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IT IS OK TO TRY THING S OUT, TO ASK QUESTIONS, TO FEEL UNSURE, TO LET YOUR MIND WANDER , TO DAYDREAM , 

TO ASK FOR HELP , TO EXPERIMENT , TO TAKE TIME OUT , NOT TO KNOW , TO PRACTICE , TO ASK FOR HELP AGAI N – 

AND AGAIN , TO MAKE MISTAKES , TO CHECK  YOUR UNDERSTANDING  

THE MAIN CRITERIA FO R 

SELECTING LOAN RECIPIENTS ARE: 

1. Applicant must trace his/her origin from the 

Sidhpur region in Gujarat, India. 

2. Excellent academic records. 

3. Genuine financial need.  

4. Thoughtful and coherent educational and 

career plans. 

5. Voluntary services to the community.  

6. Admission
*
 to an accredited college or 

university in the U.S. or Canada as per the 

following rankings:  

For Bachelor’s degree program:  

a. Admission in top 15 universities in 

Canada
**

  

b.    Admission in top 50 universities in USA
**

  

For Post-graduate degree program (M.S. or 

Ph.D.):  

a.    Admission in top 15 universities in 

Canada
** 

 

b.    Admission in top 100 universities in 

USA
**

 
 

7. In any given year, if the number of qualified 

applicants are more than the funds available to 

support them, student loans will be given 

based on the applicantôs degree program and 

the ranking of the university as per the 

following criteria:  

a.    Post graduate degree applicants will get 

higher preference than undergraduate 

degree applicants, and  

b.    Loan applicants with admissions in higher 

ranked colleges and universities (within 

the list of qualified colleges/universities) 

will get higher preference.  
 

*Admission letter should be provided to Sidhpur Foundation 

office by May 31 to be considered for a loan in the coming 

academic year. Any letters received after this date will be 
considered in the following year.  

 

**The list is based on published National Ranking put together 
by Sidhpur Foundation and will be reviewed every year and updated 

for any changes in rankings. This list is posted on the Sidhpur 

Foundation website. 

 

ñEDUCATION IS THE 

MOST POWERFUL 

WEAPON WHICH YOU 

CAN USE TO CHANGE 

THE WORLD.ò 
 

NELSON MANDELA   
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nelsonmand157855.html
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I knew when I joined the board of directors for Sidhpur Foundation: There is a lot of work to do. 
 

I act, as a member of the American-Ismaili community: There is a lot of wonderful work to do. 
 

I practice more each day as a teacher: There is a lot of inspiring work to do.  
 

After my experience in implementing this year's Sidhpur Foundation educational counseling camp, I 

realize a recurring thought: 
 

There is a lot of work to do...by all of us. 
 

Did you know many statistics suggest most of our youth today lack positive role models? Do you 

know that if a child has 5 positive role models, their chances to succeed in life and make positive 

choices increases by a life changing proportion? 
 

Do you know there is a lot of work to do? 
 

Educational counseling is a necessary luxury placed in the laps of our students on August 8th, 2013. 

The day started with weighty words from Arif Momin, member of the SF Board of Directors and 

Hon. Secretary of the Southwest Council. He shared his insight on the nature of education and what 

is necessary for successful young Ismaili-Muslims--the capacity to think and improve the world. We 

then jumped in to the much anticipated games that helped students understand every component of 

the life of a great high-school student. Then, Vanderbilt Alum Rizwan Sunesara discussed the nature 

of higher education--how competitive the world is and an overview of high school education 

processes. 
 

We then looked at universities around the United States by exploring the stories of our powerfully 

insightful counselors: Karim Farishta, Kanwal Hooda, Sahil Akberali, Kausar Ali, Shagufa Ali, 

Faraz Jivan, Aasim Sayani, Rizwan Sunesara, Irfan Ali, Shanoor Khuwaja and Sahil Badruddin.  
 

Next, students worked one-on-one with counselors on what their goals are and how they can reach 

them. I think this was the most important part of the camp because it gave each student an 

opportunity to openly meet role-models in a private and sensitive space.  
 

Students were inspired by, George Washington University student, Karim Farishta, to engage in 

extracurricular activities and apply for scholarships. Studentôs eyes were open wide and often time, 

they would begin clapping in response to Karim's words.  Similarly, students were enthusiastic when 

they were introduced to Ryan Makhani, an educator who is working to inspire and empower students 

professionally. 
 

Once the camp was over, I had the same realization: there is a lot of work to do. To do it, we must 

work together as a community. The educated, the young, the old, businessmen and women, the 

mothers, fathers, uncles, aunts, leadership, volunteers, marketers, and camp managers like the 

tireless new SF manager, Shireen Jalal. We've all got a part and we all have to contribute. This is 

more important than ever in education. The following words of His Highness the Aga Khan quoted 

in a brochure for the Aga Khan Academy in Mombasa will serve as an inspiration for all of us to do 

more for the education of our children:  
 

"What students know is no longer the most important measure of an education. The true test is the 

ability of students and graduates to engage with what they do not know, and to work out a solution. 

They must also be able to reach conclusions that constitute the basis for informed judgments. The 

ability to make judgments that are grounded in solid information, and employ careful analysis, 

should be one of the most important goals for any educational endeavor. As students develop this 

capability, they can begin to grapple with the most important and difficult step: to learn to place such 

judgments in an ethical framework." 
 

There is a lot of work to do. What's your part as we move forward as a community? 
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THE BEAUTIFUL THING A BOUT LEARNING IS THA T NO ONE CAN TAKE IT  AWAY 

FROM YOU . 

INSERT YOUR NAME HERE 

  THE MOST IMPORTANT  

      POINTS TO PONDER 

 
The Most Essential Ten-letter word 

CONFIDENCE ï TRUST it. 

 
The Most Powerful Nine-letter word 

KNOWLEDGEï ACQUIRE it. 

 
The Most Envious Eight-letter word 

JELOUSY - DISTANCE it. 

 
The Most Hard-working Seven-letter 
word 

SUCCESS - ACHIEVE it. 

 
The Most Dangerous Six-letter word 

RUMOUR - IGNORE it. 

 
The Most Pleasing Five-letter word 

SMILE - KEEP it. 

 
The Most Used Four-letter word 

LOVE ï VALUE it. 

 
The Most Poisonous Three-letter 
word 

EGO ï KILL it. 

 
The Most Satisfying Two-letter word 

WE ï USE it. 

 
The Most Selfish One-letter word 

I ï AVOID it. 



 

 

 

 

About Sidhpur Foundationé.. 

 Sidhpur Foundation is a community based, independent, 

non-profit, non-governmental organization (NGO) registered in 

the United States. The Foundation has a permanent tax-exempt 

status under the 501(c)(3) code of the United States Internal 

Revenue Service. The Foundation is headquartered in Lansing, 

Michigan and has a global mandate to improve the educational 

status of communities originating from Sidhpur region in 

Gujarat, India. It was founded in August 1997 and has Global 

Program Coordinators in USA, Canada, Australia, India and 

Pakistan. 

 

ñIn such a world, the most 

important thing a student can learn 

is the ability to keep on learning. 

What these developments mean is 

human resources have become 

more important than natural 

resources in determining the wealth 

of a society.ò 

 

Speech by His Highness the Aga Khan at the 

foundation Stone laying Ceremony of The Aga Khan 

Academy, Hyderabad, India. 

September 22, 2006 
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